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Simon Grant

In a town like this, you always got
one. We had this kid called Godmother,
though I don't rightly remember his
Christian name. See, the problem was
he refused to learn the alphabet and
to be afraid of shadows. The strap was
the least of his worries then. The base-
ment was from then on; never leave until
he got the learning done, his dad said.
Lights out all day till alphabet lessons
began. Godmother once told me later
that he learned the never-written secret
of how sleep works, the one undefeat-
able weapon of the real-wise. I heard his
dad would toss down all the breakfast
components from egg to pig and say,
“Try putting that together without the
alphabet” I heard he had this contraption
like a birdcage that wrapped Godmother
in barbed wire so he couldn’'t move an
inch. The only way he'd be set free is sing

*99}J0D Ul S[BISAID
1e3ns 9] s10[02 d[qissod s A)s ay3 [[e Jur
-AJOSSIP ‘SSOUNIEDP 03 WOY YOeq uns ay)
sduriq sn apew ey} 9[0H or[g 1813 9y}
UQUM ‘SIe9A UoI[[IWl Y 's9sd.10d uorfiu e
Juowe ua0oIqUN ‘MOU WOJJ SIedA UOI[[IW
® oW yum 3uis nok Juopn,, sig 3urduis
919U} UMOD 9( [[IM J9YI0OWPOD) MOUY
[ *90ou0 des3s ay) uaA? IO ‘938D aIIM
pagJeq oe[q 9y} 908} P[NOD [ PaYsim pue
SISAIYS 93} 103 [ J9AUIYM I9YI0WPOD)
INOQE UIY) P 16y} 193je sIeak Auepy

J[[oM SpUQ 19A9U PUE 219U}

ul yIep s3] "ul yoeq 3938 03 SulA1} 1] JnOA

9)SBM 3,UO(] "qUIOM Y3 JO INO 303 NOZ,,

‘90U0 QW P[O3 ‘SUBIS FUIUIEM 1] A0
SO0, PIES 9PON( I[2q IsoyMm ‘pep AN

*JI U UMOP W 9¥e) P[Nod A[[9q

SJ1 9PISUI J0[0D J0j paau Yim JuryiAue

the alphabet song, but he just kept sing-
ing, “Next time won't you sing with me,
over and over.

We'd talk to Godmother through a
wire mesh and pass him skittles and
other candy. We had to bend deep down
in the grass in his backyard to see only
his eye through that metal mesh. He said
he wasn't lonely, and that’s why he could
never be afraid of them. Godmother
didn’t make much sense sometimes. He
said, “He’s the one who has to break, not
me. If it takes a million years of me down
here in darkness, he'll be the breaking
one.” I guess Godmother thought he'd
live a million years. I always believed
what Godmother said, even if it made no
sense.

For me back then, I couldn’t even
stand the black ants eating skittles in
the grass, too much like shadow for me,
shadow eating the color away. Anything
with eating mouths I found frightening,



