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FOR PEACE OF MIND, REWIND: 

THE CAR (1977)A review by Chuck D.

T
his little treasure is something I’ve 
been after for a rather long while, 
and it did not disappoint. 

 Elliot Silverstein’s “The Car” is a must 
see for fans of old school ‘70s grindhouse 
car movies. It follows your basic plot of a 
seemingly psychotic road warrior run-
ning down random citizens of a small 
town, except this one has a twist: The car 
is actually... THE DEVIL!!!! Yep, it appears 
the smoked has been pot and the landing 
has eagled. 
 The film is very silly, even for the ‘70s, 
with its oddly eccentric performances, 
unrelentingly offbeat tone-shifts and 
of course the fact that the devil, “the 
great and cunning deceiver of men,” has 
decided to spend his time as a modified 
black Lincoln Continental murder-mobile. 
With all that said, the film does manage to 

be very menacing at times. 
 Defying tropes with unexpected 
deaths/survivals, using camera tricks and 
low angles mixed with unsettling machine 
noises from the car and of course that 
damn horn. That shit will never leave your 
subconscious once you’ve sat through 
this movie. 
 On a side note or two: The car itself 
was designed and created by George 
Barris, the creator of the 1966 Batmobile, 
and the French title (which in my opinion 
is cooler) is MECHANICAL HELL!!! Oh 
and also it’s a PG movie that opens with a 
quote from Anton LaVey. 

 Overall, it’s a fun film that is cheezy 
with a “z” and pretty well written with an 
intelligent underlying theme. 

8/10


